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Mr. Jim Parsons

Vice President of Production
Rock Creek Hatchery, Troutlodge
Hendrix Genetics

P.O. Box 1290

Sumner, Washington 98390

Re:  Troutlodge — Hendrix Genetics, Rock Creek Hatchery
NPDES Permit Number IDG130036

Dear Mr. Parsons:

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), I would like to express my appreciation
for your time and cooperation during the November 9, 2016 Clean Water Act (CWA) inspection of
Rock Creek Hatchery (Facility) by the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) on behalf of
EPA. The purpose of the inspection, and subsequent EPA administrative file review including DMRs
submitted by the Facility, was to determine the Facility’s compliance with the requirements of the Clean
Water Act (CWA) and the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) general permit
IDG130000 (Permit) for Aquaculture Facilities in Idaho, subject to Wasteload Allocations under
Selected Total Maximum Daily Loads. The purpose of this letter is to notify you of the results of the
IDEQ inspection and EPA administrative file review.

ADMINISTRATIVE FILE REVIEW

EPA reviewed administrative data from March 2012 through February 2017, no effluent exceedances
were found which would constitute a violation of the CWA, 33 U.S.C. § 1251 et seq.

NOVEMBER 2016 INSPECTION

1. Part I.C.1 of the Permit states, in part, “An owner or operator of a facility seeking authorization to
discharge under this permit must submit an NOI to be covered...”
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At the time of the inspection, the inspector found that the Facility’s “Notice of Intent” (NOI) was no
longer accurate. The most recent NOI, dated May 20, 2012, did not show the current Facility owner
or operator and did not reflect relevant structural changes that were completed since the 2012
Facility inspection. A new NOI is required to be submitted whenever there are major changes to the
Facility’s ownership or operations. The inspector found that a new NOI had not been submitted to
EPA. Failure to maintain, and submit to EPA, a current NOI is a violation of Part 1.C.1 of the
Permit.

. Part ILF of the Permit states, in part, “The permittee must develop a quality assurance (QA) plan for
all monitoring required by this permit...
2. Throughout all sample collection and analysis activities, the permittee must use the EPA-
approved quality assurance and quality control (QA/ QC) and chain-of-custody procedures
described in Requirements for Quality Assurance Project Plans (EPA/QA/R-5) and Guidance
for Quality Assurance Project Plans (EPA/QA/G-5). The QA Plan must be prepared in the
format that is specified in these documents.
3. At a minimum, the QA Plan must include the following:
a) Details on the number of samples, type of sample containers, preservation of samples
including temperature requirements, holding times, analytical methods, analytical detection
and quantification limits for each parameter, type and number of quality assurance field
samples, precision and accuracy requirements, sample preparation requirements, sample
shipping methods, and laboratory data delivery requirements.
b) Description of flow measuring devices or methods used to measure influent and/or
effluent flow at each point, calibration procedures, and calculations used to convert to flow
units.
d) Qualification and training of personnel.”

At the time of the inspection, the inspector found that the Facility’s QA plan was inadequate and did
not follow the format described in Quality Assurance Project Plans (EPA/QA/R-5) and Guidance for
Quality Assurance Project Plans (EPA/QA/G-5). The inspector found that the QA plan on record
was missing the following components;

the number of samples;

type of sample containers;

preservation of samples including temperature requirements, holding times, analytical

methods, analytical detection and quantification limits for each parameter;

type and number of quality assurance field samples;

precision and accuracy requirements; .

sample preparation requirements, sample shipping methods and laboratory data delivery

- requirements; and
e the calculations used to convert flow units.

The section identifying the qualification and training of personnel was incomplete and out-of-date.
Failure to follow the prescribed format in the preparation of the QA plan, and failure to include the
minimum required elements, are violations of Parts IL.F.2, I1.3.a, I1.3.b, and IL.3.d of the Permit.

- Part IIL.C of the Permit states, in part, “A permittee must certify that a BMP (Best Management
Practice) plan has been developed and is being implemented, and must submit the certification,

w}f;ch includes the information specified in Appendix F, to EPA and to the responsible IDEQ
office.”



Part IILE of the Permit states, in part, “The BMP Plan must include, at a minimum, the following
BMPs:

2. Structural Maintenance:
a. Routinely inspect rearing and holding units and waste collection and containment
systems to identify and promptly repair damage.
b. Regularly conduct maintenance of rearing and holding units and waste collection and
containment systems to ensure their proper function.
3. Training Requirements:
a. Train all relevant personnel in spill prevention and how to respond in the event of a
spill to ensure proper clean-up and disposal of spilled materials.
b. Train personnel on proper structural inspection and maintenance of rearing and
holding units 4nd waste collection and containment systems.
4. Operational Requirements: ot
b. Treatment equipment ised4c eontrol the discharge of floating, suspended or
submerged matter must be cleaned and maintained at a frequency sufficient to prevent
overflow or bypass of the treatment unit by floating, suspended, or submerged matter.
c. Procedures must be implemented to prevent fish from entering quiescent zones, full-
flow and off-line settling basins. Fish which have entered quiescent zones or basins
must be removed as soon as practicable.
g. Implement procedures to control the release of transgenic or non-native fish or their
diseases as specified in any permit(s) issued by the Idaho Department of Fish and
Game for the importation, transportation, release or sale of such species, in
accordance with IDAPA §13.01.10.100.”

At the time of the inspection, the inspector requested a copy of the BMP plan. The plan presented to
the inspector was dated May 1, 2016, and had not yet been certified. The plan did not contain all the
minimum required sections and lacked sections devoted to structural maintenance, training
requirements and operational requirements. Failure to certify the BMP plan and include the
minimum required sections are violations of Parts II1.C and III.E.2-4 of the Permit.

. Part IV.D of the Permit states, in part, “During the term of this permit, the permittee must prepare
and submit an annual report of operations by January 20th of each year to EPA and IDEQ. A copy of
the annual report and the data used to compile it must be available to EPA and IDEQ upon request
and during inspections.”

At the time of the inspection, the inspector found that the Facility had not filed an annual progress
report from 2012 through the present. Failure to submit progress reports is a violation of Part IV.D
of the Permit.

. Part V.B of the Permit states, in part, “The permittee must summarize monitoring results, including
influent, effluent, and net results, each month on the Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR) form
(EPA No. 3320-1) or equivalent.”

Appendix D of the Permit shows the correct formulas to use for calculating “Net” effluent values.

At the time of the inspection, the inspector reviewed DMRs from January 2012 through September
2016. The inspector discovered that the Facility had incorrectly calculated the total suspended solids
and total phosphorus present in the effluent over 50% of the time. Failure to submit accurate
pollutant quantities present in the effluent is a violation of Part V.B of the Permit.



Although our goal is to ensure NPDES facilities comply fully with their permits, the ultimate
responsibility rests with the permittee. As such, [ want to strongly encourage you to continue your -
efforts to maintain full knowledge of the Permit requirements, and other appropriate statutes, and to take
appropriate measures to ensure compliance. Notwithstanding your response to this letter, EPA retains
all rights to pursue enforcement actions to address these and any other violations.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Raymond Andrews of
my staff at (206) 553-4252.

Sincerely,

Edward J. Kbwfalski
Director

ce: Mr. Tyler Fortunati
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality

Mr. David Anderson
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality

Ms. Maria Lopez
Environmental Protection Agency

Mr. Landen Talbot
Troutlodge — Hendrix Genetics
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CONCURRENCES

Initials: /6*72-9\

Name: :Andrews KenKnight
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ADDITIONAL DISTRIBUTION:

cc: Mr. Tyler Fortunati

IDEQ, Compliance, Inspection and Enforcement Lead
tyler.fortunati@ deq.idaho.gov

Mr. Dave Anderson

IDEQ, Twin Falls Regional Administrator
david.anderson@deq.idaho.gov

Ms. Maria Lopez

EPA, Idaho Operations Office

lopez.maria@epa.gov

Mr. Landen Talbot

Operator, Rock Creek Hatchery, Troutlodge — Hendrix Genetics
landen.talbot@hendrix-genetics.com
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